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in Europe, would have liked to have come to an agreement
with the Pope, but the Pope then, as now, felt convinced
he could not carry on his religious duties properly unless
he was an entirely independent sovereign. It became,
therefore, his ambition, and that of the College of
Cardinals, to get back their power as quickly as possible;
the Pope at first refused to have anything to do with
the new State, or to recognise that Rome was its Capital.
He also issued a Pronouncement that no Catholics through-
out Italy could take part in any election connected with
the new government, or even vote. The Vatican believed
that if this were done the Italians would be forced into a
compromise, since it would mean that all the Catholic
element (and that implied the Conservative voters) would
abstain from voting and the country would be left in the
hands of the Left wing. Unfortunately for the Vatican,
however, things did not develop on quite those lines, and
later on another Pope went so far as to say that Catholics
could vote, but only under the guidance of the Church.
During the reign of Pope Pius X there was even less hope
of reconciliation than there had been in the time of
Leo XIII, but the Roman question always remained a thorn
in the side of the Italian State, complicating relations
between the Vatican and outside Powers who wanted to
be on friendly terms with the King of Italy. The Vatican,
amongst other things on which it insisted, made, it quite
clear that the visit of any foreign sovereign or ruler to the
King of Italy in Rome would be a cause for the Vatican
to break off relations with that power.
Just before Pope Pius X died, the Great War broke out,
and soon after the accession of Benedict XV, Italy herself
came into the War on the side of the Allies. The situation